INQUIRIES IN LANGUAGE LEARNING

Forschungen zu Psycholinguistik und Fremdsprachendidaktik

11

Edited by | Herausgegeben von

Christiane Bongartz | lutta Rymarczyk

PETER LANG
EDITION




Table of Contents

1T INtrOdUCHION ..t 1
1.1 Motivation for the Study .....cceeeeeeeriiieeiieeeriee e 2
1.2 Aims Of the StUdY coecveieeiieiiie e 3
1.3 Theoretical framework and outline of the study .......c.ccceevverecurenns 4

2 Functional features in language acquisition:

The state Of the Art.....occiicieeeeieieeeeeeeeeee e 9
2200 R V1 o Y BT o (o3 s KU 9
2.2 Theory development in language acquiSition .........cceeeeveeesveennnns 11
2.2.1 Where language acqUiSItiOn STATLS ....eeevvreresveeesveeessueesssveeessseeeanns 13
2.2.2 How language acquisition develops......cceeeveeeiieeeecieeesiieeesieennnns 15
2.2.3 Types of language acqUISIION ....veeevreeeiveereeeieeeiieeeeieeesveeesveeennns 17
2.2.4 Functional features in L2 acquisition:

morphological variability in L2 grammar .........cccccveeeeveeerveeennen. 18
2.2.5 Second language acquisition: variables and contexts ................... 30
2.3 Articles in first and second language acquisition.........cccceeeeveeennns 47
2.3.1 Articles in German and English: a contrastive analysis ................ 48
2.3.2 First language acquisition of the nominal

system in German and English.........ccccoeoviiiiiiiiiiiiiiicieeieee, 65
2.3.3 Second language acquisition of the

German NOmMinNal SYSTEIM ..vuviieeiuierecieeeiieeecreeerieeesieeesieeeseeeeenns 72
2.4 SUIMIMATY teeieeieieettee et e ettt e e e e e e e e et eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeaaas 76
3 Empirical evidence ........ooevviieririieininiieeeee e 81
3.1 INrOAUCHION wevvvieeieeeeeeceeeeeeeeee e eeeeeearre e e e e e e e eeeenasaaeeaees 81
3.2 Research questions and hypotheses .......cccceeveveeercreereseecnieeennnen. 82
3.2.1 The development of nominal accuracy

N Child L2 Germam ....eeeeeeiiiiiieeeiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeveeree e e e e e e eeenns 83
3.2.2 The role of transfer......ccouvvvvvuveeeriiiiieiieeeeeeeeeee e 88
3.2.3 TaSK EFfECES uuururriiiiiiiiiieieeeeeeee e e e e e e e 92
3.3 MethOodOlOgy ...cceeviiieiiiieiiieeiie ettt e e 94
3.3.1 Immersion edUCAtION .....ccevuuvvrerereeeeeeeeeeeeeceirrreeeeeeeeeeeeeeessannennes 94
3.3.2 Data COIECHION wuvvriiiiieieiieeieeeeee e e e e e e e eeaaaeanes 95
3.3.3 Data analysiS...ccccceerrsieeeeiieeniiieeeiieeeieeeesreeenaeeesereeennaeeesareeenne 111
3.4 SUIMMATY ettt ettt e e e e e et e e e e e e e e e e 120

XV



4 FINAINGS.c.evoveiiiiieieeeteie ettt ssesenes 123

4.1 INErOUCHION covtriiiiriieeeeeeeeeeeeeeetiirere e e e e e e eeeeeeerarrrrereeeeeeeeeeeennnes 123
4.2 RESULLS ciiiiiiieeeeiitteeeeee e e e eee e e ar e e e e e e eeeeenaes 123
4.2.1 Measuring proficiency: SOPA results......ccceervrrrrvervieereensveenenens 124
4.2.2 Describing development: analyzing spontaneous

Production data..iiuicceeereereeeieesieeieesreesieesreesreeseeesseesneesaeens 129
4.2.3 Investigating the development of nominal

accuracy in child L2 German ......ccoecueeeveerveeseesiveeseesseesseessseenes 133
4.2.4 Investigating the role of L1 transfer in the

acquisition of L2 grammar ....c..ccveeeveereeniveeseesiiesseessneeseessseenes 164
4.2.5 Investigating task effects in L2 production ......c.ccceeeveerveeevennnens 167
4.3 Revisiting the research questions and hypotheses ..........cccue.u..... 172
4.4 SUIMIMATY weteeiieiiieeteeiiieeeeeerteeeeesiteeeeesbteeesssanreeeesesraeeesssasneeens 174
S DISCUSSION ...eiviiiieeeicteceeeteecteee ettt et re et eaeeneesreenaeens 177
5.1 INtrOdUCHION «uvvvvvririeeeeeeeeeeeeeccrirrrreeeeeeeeeeeeeeeearrrrereeeeeeeeeeeeennes 177
5.2 Contributing to theory development in L2A research. ................ 177
5.3 The German determiner system in second

language aCqUISITION ...eeervreeerireerrieeenieeeniteenieeeeiteesibeesareeenaee 181
5.3.1 Explaining morphological variability in L2A......cccccevevvireeninnnns 183
5.4 Quality management in language learning........ccceeveereverruvercvennns 190
5.4.1 Input MOdIfICATIONS wevevrveerreerireriierirenieesreesieesressseesneesseesseenes 194
5.4.2 Task design, attention to speech and focus on form................... 197
5.5 Outlook and research desiderates......cooueeeeeviuveeeeeevnvereeesinnnenen. 200
5.6 SUMMATY ceeiieiiiiiiieiiteee ettt e et e e e eiere e e e et e e e s eareeee s 202
6 CONCIUSION. ...ttt eaens 205
7 RELEIENCES ..ottt 209
8 APPENAIX 1.ttt 229
8.1 German gender paradigms.......ceeeveeerreeeeseeeniiieencreeesreeenreeenne 229
8.2  Experiments and testing materials .......cceccveerveeeeceeeiiiieeeiieennns 230
8.3 Results and StatiStiCS...coevruurrrrrrreiieeieiiiiiiiiirrereeeeeeeeeeeeeeesnrreneeees 244

XVI



